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ABSTRACTS
The conTrolled adapTaTion of orThodox displaced 
persons – social conTrol as a Tool of inTegraTion
Heli Kaarina Kananen
 
Until the 1990s, the integration of  the displaced Karelians in postwar Finland was 
studied mainly from the point of  view of  their material adaptation. In these studies, 
the integration of  the refugees was regarded as a success in view of  the difficult 
conditions that existed after the war. However, the experiences of  humiliation suf-
fered by the refugees and especially by the Orthodox Karelians, which were brought 
to light around the turn of  the millennium, have challenged the picture of  totally 
successful integration. The Orthodox Karelians were dismissed as “Russkies” and 
derided because of  their different culture. In her article, Heli Kaarina Kananen 
describes the forms that discrimination against the displaced persons took. She also 
discusses the opportunities that existed for them to rebuff  the discrimination that 
emphasized their cultural otherness. Kananen seeks to understand the conflict that 
arose in the encounter between the refugees and the local population of  the areas 
where they were settled, by examining the phenomenon within the framework of  
the theory of  social control.
The Times of pinomäki – Temporal layers of The builT 
environmenT as Told by The residenTs 
Kirsi Niukko
This article examines a group of  Swedish houses in Pinomäki district in Pori built 
during the reconstruction period which followed the Winter War (1939 – 1940) and 
the Continuation War (1941 – 1944; Second World War). The purpose of  the article 
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is to explore the research work on built cultural environment from the point of  view 
of  resident interviews, and it is aimed at discussing the importance of  folkloristics 
and intangible cultural heritage in the fieldwork concerned with built environment. 
The folkloristic approach has not traditionally been combined with cultural heritage 
research. However, in this article the starting point is that especially in building in-
ventories, which are compiled for the purpose of  acting as background reports for 
zoning, the folkloristic perspectives are related to space through the narrative elements 
therein. As part of  the building inventories, resident interviews are conducted, in 
which the residents inform the researcher about modifications and repairs made in 
the building. When buildings are described, they do not appear as a separate physical 
phenomenon, but various life events are integrated into the stories. Based on these 
stories, the researchers focus on picking out information that is related to living and 
building use. Through this information, concrete connections can be found to the 
area and to the historical events which have shaped it. 
The stories told by residents are especially essential in cases where no other in-
formation is available on the area. When it comes to the reconstruction period, the 
importance of  intangible cultural heritage as well as the stories told by the residents 
are significant, because the residential areas are rather similar to each other in ap-
pearance and their interpretation methods have become stereotypical. The present 
and former residents of  Pinomäki district in Pori provided a significant amount 
of  new information about the construction and the occupation of  the area, which 
has not been written down before. Thus it is important to increasingly evaluate the 
significance of  building inventories and to aim at developing a method to compre-
hend more widely the crucial role that the intangible cultural heritage has in cultural 
environmental processes.            
 
narraTed and remembered remigraTion of The ingrian 
finn reTurnees
Minna-Liisa Salonsaari
The remigration of  the Ingrian Finns and other ethnic Finns from the territories of  
the former Soviet Union is a unique part of  Finnish history. Ever since the beginning 
of  the right of  return established in 1990, about 30 000 returnees and their family 
members have moved to Finland.   According to the amendments of  the Aliens Act 
introduced in July 2011, remigration is supposed to end after the transition period.
In her article Salonsaari writes about the narrated and remembered remigration of  
the Ingrian Finns.  She deals with remigration issues through the interviews with two 
returnees.  In her own concept of  narrated remigration, she regards the presentations 
of  the remigration experience as narrations, created, for example, within the frame-
work of  interviews. Interviews produce individual life stories focused on remigration 
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experience. While analysing them, she discusses what kind of  narrations they are and 
how remigration comes up. Those narrations show that there are different kinds of  
remigrations and remigration experiences, as well as different ways to narrate them. 
Narrated remigration includes, for example, meaning, turning points and interpreta-
tions on remigration experience. Salonsaari notes that, while listening to remigration 
narrations, it is possible to understand the returnees’ point of  view, which can be 
used in practical work with the immigrants.
many meanings of The childhood evacuaTion journey: 
narraTive sTraTegies in reminiscence wriTings 
Ulla Savolainen
This article focuses on the reminiscence writings of  Karelian child evacuees about 
the evacuation journey that they experienced in their childhood. The methodological 
framework of  this article is based on Mikhail Bakhtin’s ideas of  the dialogicality of  
the language and the genre’s twofold nature. The research method is based on narra-
tology and it consists of  the analysis of  the temporal levels of  narration and writers’ 
positions. The evacuation journey is described in the writings as a concrete transition 
between places, an ongoing personal process, a metaphor for eternal homelessness and 
a central borderline that divides life into times before and after the evacuation.  The 
reminiscences of  the evacuation journey manifest three recurrent narrative strategies, 
which are 1) the fact and event oriented narrative strategy, 2) the self-reflective narra-
tive strategy, and 3) the literary narrative strategy. Narrative strategies constitute the 
practice of  the writers, which they use in order to compile their writings. The concept 
of  narrative strategies enables us to understand the heterogeneity and genericality of  
the reminiscence writings without simplifying them too much. 
